======== Farmington ========
FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
ORGANIZED 1936
POST OFFICE BOX 25
209-886-5321
FARMINGTON, CALIFORNIA  95230   


MINUTES
Regular Board Meeting
May 18, 2026
7:00 PM


1. Call to Order –
Meeting call to order, meeting rescheduled due Memorial Day to by President Briggs at 7:03 PM. 

2. Establish a Quorum –
A Quorum was established by verbal roll call.  Directors Briggs, Lemos, Cross, Samuel and Foster were all recorded present.  Acting Fire Chief Matthew Sowell was present at the meeting.

3. Flag Salute –
Recited

4. Public Comment –
A member of the public was present Keith Cantrell.  present for the Travis Castle campaign for the district 4 Board of Supervisors to observe the meeting.

5. Approval of Minutes –
Joanna Tedder, Board Clerk prepared the April 27, 2026 meeting minutes. Director Lemos motioned to accept the minutes as written.  Director Samuel seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken as follows:																									Briggs -	 Aye
									Cross -	 Aye	  
									Foster -   Aye
Lemos -   Aye
									Samuel -  Aye 
Motion Passed
6. Closed Session – None

President Briggs moved section 11.e to presentation now. 
11.e President Briggs provided an update on the status of the Oak Valley Community Bank account and a discussion of the bills. Presentation and overview of account services offered.  No fees for checking or deposits, fraud protection, review yearly, experience with public agencies, investments offered, no limits, currently have simply free business checking.  Need to determine the true costs from the county. Tabled to next month with additional information. Director Briggs will discuss with Cece and try to get numbers from the county.  Transfer $20,000.00 to account for petty cash and keep this amount in the account. Chief can spend $2000.00 without board approval and $2000 to $5000 with Board President or executive officers. Director Briggs motioned to approve depositing $20,00.00 and $2000 spending limit for chief. Director Cross seconded. A roll call vote was taken as follows:

Briggs -	  Aye
									Cross -	  Aye	  
									Foster -    Aye
Lemos -   Aye
									Samuel -  Aye 
Motion Passed

7. Budget Status Report – as of March 9, 2026 –
Cash on hand Account #48501 – General Fund		$1,464,722.50
Cash on hand Account #48505 – Grant Fund		$ 3,086.64        
Cash on hand Account #48551 – Strike Team Fund	$113,262.80	      
Cash on hand Account #48591 – Capital Outlay Fund    	$12.115.77
______________ 
                                 				Total 	$1,593,187.71  

Note: Monthly budget reports were not available for the May 18, 2026 meeting. The county has not provided an updated accounting.
		

8. Payment of Bills – May 2026 –
President Briggs provided an update on the status of the Oak Valley Community Bank account and a discussion of the bills. Director Lemos motioned to approve depositing accounts receivables and payment of the bills. Director Cross seconded. A roll call vote was taken as follows:
Briggs -	 Aye
Cross -	 Aye	  
Foster -   Aye
Lemos -   Aye
Samuel - Aye 
Motion Passed
9. Chiefs Report –
a. Ad. Min: HT radios all programed now, received for free and for use out of county.
b. Fence and equipment moved in lot by George Reed and they will pay $1000.00, for the next approximately 6 months. 
c. Hose testing almost completed. Thanks to crews for all of their hard work.
d. OES all paperwork completed.
e. ABH with Cal Fire almost done, need the EIS number. County has been asked.
f. Lexipol: Onboarding completed. Working on Policy and procedures and IIPP. Should be done in 90 days.
g. WEX/Cal Card/Mitratech cards need EIS number.
h. Recovery paperwork being done, 3 so far.
i. Leaving current dispatch and returning to Stockton Fire Dispatch in July.  Cost is unknown at this time.
j. Interviewed 19 and hired 8 college intern firefighters.
k. Training:  Auto ex, waiting for vehicles to arrive. Cal Fire training occurred last weekend, table top exercise, and resource management. Crew going to Clements fire for wildland training. MSA training sending 2 with cost shared with Association.  All part time employees are trained to drive now.
l. Fleet/Rich Lokey: water tender 4-2 in service, needs more work on the pump.  Will work here tomorrow on 4-1 pump and roll. Still need pump test.
m. Working on weed abatement program. Waiting on county for paperwork.
n. Ratified run cards through the county with automatic responses and mutual aid and automatic aid agreements with Linden-Peters, Escalon, Collegeville, and Modesto. Will receive closest resource to location. Being sent to TCU per agreement.
o. Escalon structure fire: Troy and Dalton took the water tender to support the efforts. Linden-Peters covered our district.
p. Battery site: Received our concerns.
q. Add monthly calls for service to chiefs report.

10.   Information Items –
a. Changes to SMS briners (pickle plant), want to add 120000 square feet to plant.  Chief responded to request with questions for the expansion.

11.   Action Items –
a. [bookmark: _Hlk228878034]County auditor controller form.  Jeff to get completed and take to county.
b. Budget meeting: First meeting has occurred. Will meet again this or next week.
c. Board elections in June.
d. Discussion and potential action regarding purchase of surplus engine from OES. $40,000, not to exceed $50,000.00 for the 2006 engine (335), it is still stocked with equipment, low mileage, DOT compliant, very versatile engine and maintenance records. The engines are part of the state mutual aid system. Needs radio and decals. Fire Chief will purchase on behalf of the district. Director Cross motion to purchase the engine. Director Foster seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken as follows:			
Briggs - Aye 
Cross -	Aye	  
Foster - Aye
Lemos - Absent
Samuel -Aye 
Motion Passed
e. Surplus Equipment: R-4-1, E-4-2, E-4-3, Air Trailer, as is minus all equipment on the engines. They will be advertised on the government auction website to start. Director Foster motion to surplus the above engines without equipment. Director Cross seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken as follows:			
Briggs - Aye 
Cross -	Aye	  
Foster - Aye
Lemos - Absent
Samuel -Aye 
Motion Passed

f. Discussion and potential action regarding adding new base station radio and audio speakers around the station. Tabled to May as bid was too high. No objection. New bid received was received 5-5-26 and base radio installed for a cost of $1262.50. Director Cross motion to pay the bill for the new base station. Director Foster seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken as follows:			
Briggs - Aye 
Cross -	Aye	  
Foster - Aye
Lemos -Absent
Samuel -Aye 
Motion Passed

g. Discussion and potential action regarding the purchase of a safe (bolted box safe). Chief is directed to purchase with petty cash.			

h. [bookmark: _Hlk229382900]Discussion and potential action regarding VFA grant application and share of cost as written  for 50% share. Copy of draft grant provided in packet. Director Foster  motion to seek the grant. Director Cross seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken as follows:			
Briggs - Aye 
Cross -	 Aye	  
 Foster - Aye
Lemos - Absent
Samuel –Aye
Motion Passed


i. Discussion and potential action regarding System for Award management (SAM) Account Resolution to allow Joanna Tedder to renew account. Director Briggs motion to accept the resolution. Director Samuel seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken as follows:			
Briggs - Aye 
Cross -	Aye	  
Foster - Aye
Lemos - Absent
Samuel -Aye 
Motion Passed

12. Good of Order:  Lots of new faces.  What is going on with the Association. Association voted to have a summer BBQ on June 26, and the board suggests we do something to honor the Bailey’s. Board also suggested it be a community event. Add Association Section to agenda. This month is the 90th anniversary of the district being formed

13.  Adjournment – 
Director Cross motion to adjourn the meeting, Director Samuel seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken as follows:			
[bookmark: _Hlk228179415]Briggs -   Aye
									Cross -	   Aye	  
Foster -   Aye	
Lemos -   Absent
									Samuel -  Aye 
Motion Passed
								
	


The meeting was adjourned at 10:26 PM. Director Chris Lemos had to leave at 09:25 pm

The next meeting is scheduled June 22, 2026 at 7:00PM.

Submitted,



Joanna Tedder
Board Clerk
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